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Abstract

This thesis offers a stylistic study that is concerned with the speeches of Al-
Hajjaj ibn Yusuf Al-Thagafi. The study tackles his style in terms of the linguistic,
structural, synthetic, indicative, and expressive values. The study also revealed the
relationship between style and context, purpose, the speaker, and the receiver.

This is manifested through the study of the stories of Al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf and the
conditions of Iragq under the Umayyad state ruling. The study then highlighted the art
of public speaking among the Arabs in the ignorance era and after the emergence of
Islam, the status and structure of public speaking in this regard, and the critical
literature mentioned in the books of early critiques and scholars of eloquence about
the art of public speaking.

The study discussed the stylistic values of signifiers used by Al-Hajjaj, the
stylistic values of word structure, and the indicative displacement of the speech
structure. The study also discussed the synthetic and indicative stylistic values
through the study of Al-Hajjaj terminology which formed his speeches and helped
classifying them into indicative fields depending on their context. The study also
tackled the styles of nidaa’ (calling), amr (order), nahy (prohibition), and istifhaam
(questioning) in speeches, in addition to the skills of Al-Hajjaj in the investment of
the eloquence styles in convincing and delivering influential speeches.

The study revealed the secrets of Al-Hajjaj’s stylistic expressive values, and his
ability to employ the methods of tashbeeh (similitude) and majaaz (figuration) to
praise the people of Shaam and the Umayyad, and to reproof the opponents of the
Umayyad state through the depicted indicative and clear meanings in his similitudes,
and through the threatening expressed in his figurations and directed to the people of
Irag. The styles of similitude and figuration formed an important tool of persuasion
used in the speeches of Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf.

The study concluded by a set of findings and recommendations reached by the
researcher through the extensive study of the style of Al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf observed

in his speeches.
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